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Hope you all are wintering well. I want to update you on a 
couple of the items your Board of Directors is working on. 
 

We are currently working with Monson Fruit to update the 
Cherry Handling Agreement, which was last done in 2013. 
The existing agreement has a five-year term.  The best time 
to change and/or update the agreement is before the next 
one is signed.  If you have thoughts on that process or ideas 
on potential updates, please let any of your board 

members know.  We will take your comments into consideration. 
 

The Lambert replacement program has been in place for five years. It was 
designed to encourage coop growers to replace their Lambert trees with later 
cherry varieties. Many growers have taken advantage of the program.  The 
board of directors has established a termination date of 12/31/19 for the 
program; if you are still considering starting this year, you have until 3/31/18 
to complete the paperwork.  If you need more info about the program and its 
incentives, please contact us. 
 

Get your calendars out.  Saturday, April 7, is scheduled for our spring 
educational meeting. We are still working on the agenda but this is what we 
have so far. 
 Ron Moon, Monson Fruit fieldman, will return.  It has been five years since 

we have had the opportunity to learn from his cherry-growing expertise. 
 Mike Preacher, Domex sales representative, will be here for the first time 

and will take us through the process of selling fruit on the national and 
international markets. 

 Dr. Ralph Campbell, will take us through the research he has done on the 
health benefits of cherries. 

 Desirae O’Neil from Westland Seed will talk about products available, and 
the new crop protection guide she is developing. 

 Jack Stivers, MSU Lake County extension agent, will again facilitate the 
meeting. 

 

This list is just a start on topics and it may change some in the coming weeks, 
but as you can see there will be a lot of good information at the spring meeting. 
 

I look forward to seeing you on April 7. 
Bruce 
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82nd Annual Cherry Growers’ Meeting 
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OH, For The “Good Old Days” !!! 

 

THE YEAR WAS 1917 
 

What a difference a century makes! 
Here are some statistics for that year. 

 

 
 

—The average life expectancy for men was 47 years. 
—Fuel for cars was sold in drug stores only. 
—Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub. 
—Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone. 
—The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 
—The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower. 

—The average US wage was 22 cents per hour. 
The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year 
A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year 
A dentist made about $2500 per year. 
A veterinarian made between $1,500 and $4,000 per year. 
A mechanical engineer made about $5,000 per year. 

—More than 95 percent of all births took place at home. 

—Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION. 
Instead they attended so-called medical schools, many of which were condemned 
in the press and government as “substandard.” 

—Sugar cost four cents a pound. 
—Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen. 
—Coffee was fifteen cents a pound. 
—Most women only washed their hair once a month and used Borax, or egg yolks, for shampoo. 
—Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from entering into their country for any reason. 

—The five leading causes of death were: 
Pneumonia and Influenza 
Tuberculosis 
Diarrhea 
Heart Disease 
Stroke 

—The American flag had 45 stars. 
—The population of Las Vegas, Nevada was only 30. 
—Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn’t been invented yet. 
—There was neither a Mother’s Day nor a Father’s Day. 
—Two out of every 10 adults couldn’t read or write. 
--Only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated from high school. 

 

—Marijuana, heroin and morphine were all available over the counter at local corner drugstores. 
Back then pharmacists said, “Heroin clears the complexion, gives buoyancy to the mind, regulates 
the stomach and bowels, and is, in fact, a perfect GUARDIAN OF HEALTH!”. (Shocking?) 

 

—Eighteen percent of households had at least one full-time servant or domestic help. 
—There were only 230 reported murders in the ENTIRE U.S.A.! 
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Is it: 
 Helena 
 Bozeman 
 Butte 

 Billings 

 Hamilton 

P.O. Box 2409 

Bigfork, Montana   59911  

 

Test Your Montana Trivia 

Answer: Butte 

Phone: 406-982-3069 

Fax:     406-982-3065 

E-mail: hammons@centurytel.net 

 

www.montanacherries.com   

FLCG Website Seen Around The World 
As of This Newsletter, FLCG’s website has had visitors from the following  144 countries. 

( Names in Red represent the top 10 countries providing the most visitors to our site )  

Afganistan 
Albania 
Algeria 
Angola 
Argentina 
Armenia 
Aruba 
Australia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Bahamas 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Belize 
Bolivia 
Bosnia 
Brazil 
British Virgin Isl. 
Bulgaria 
Burma 
Brunei 
Burundi 

Cambodia 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Cayman Islands 
Czechia 
Czeck Republic 
Chile 
China 
Columbia 
Croatia 
Costa Rico 
Curacao 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Dominican Rep 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
El Salvador 
Estonia 
France 
French Guiana 
Finland 
Gabon 

Georgia 
Germany 
Greece 
Grenada 
Guatemala 
Herzegovina 
Hungary 
Honduras 
Hong Kong 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Jamaica 
Jordan 
Kazakhstan 
Kyrgyzstan 
Kenya 
Kosovo 

Kuwait 
Latvia 
Laos 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Macedonia 
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Moldova 
Mongolia 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Myamar 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Oman 

Pakistan 
Panama 
Papua N Guinea 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Puerto Rico 
Qatar 
Réunion 
Romania 
Russia 
Rwanda 
Saudi Arabia 
Serbia 
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
South Africa 
South Korea 
Spain 
St. Lucia 
South Africa 

Sri Lanka 
St. Martin 
Sudan 
Surinam 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Syria 
Tajikistan 
Tanzania 
Taiwan 
Thailand 
Trinadad/Tobago 
Tunisia 
Turkey 
Turks/Caicos Isl. 
Ukraine 
U. A. Emirates 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Vietnam 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

What Montana City Is Known for having the 
largest population of  Irish-American descendants 
and its outrageous St. Patrick’s Day Celebration? 


